Sonographic changes of the pancreas in chronic renal failure.
Several abnormalities regarding pancreatic morphology and function have been reported in patients with chronic renal failure (CRF) with an incidence as high as 72%. In a prospective study we investigated 96 outpatients from our chronic ambulatory hemodialysis program by abdominal ultrasound. Of the patients with CRF, 20.6% were found to have morphologic alterations of the pancreas compared to 4.7% of controls. Although pathologic sonograms of the pancreas correlated with biliary disease, hyperparathyroidism and years of hemodialysis, the most obvious etiologic factor appeared to be the duration of CRF. Possible pathogenetic mechanisms are discussed and screening abdominal ultrasound examinations in patients with long-standing CRF are recommended.